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From the Director

It’s nearly impossible to exist in this community, 
and not be a historian, a veritable connoisseur 
of historical stories. It is, one of the unique as-

pects of Africans in America, in that we view recent 
events through a historical lens much more so than 
others. Every police shooting of an unarmed Black 
man, is examined through the prism of racial vio-
lence and Black Codes - Bull Connors exist for us in 
the moment. Similarly, all discussions of health care 
and medical research for our community is viewed 

with skepticism and a touch of distrust, because it is impossible for us to not 
always consider the syphilis experiment conducted at Tuskegee University.

For me, in the role that I play, history is much more than allegorical, but is 
rather textbook. It represents the playbook I draw from in managing, build-
ing, and growing our school. What would Booker T. do? How would Mary 
respond? Their words, and the thoughts and expressions of dozens of other 
ancestors surround me daily, and provide a Council of Ancestors. 

Their actions and ideas were rooted in their time. Washington had to make 
concessions to appease white northern philanthropists and southern racists, 
who could level the school to the ground without warning, provocation, or 
consequences. However, there were also moments when they spoke to the 
generations to come, as Mary McLeod did in her “Last Will and Testament”, 
when she said, “I leave you finally a responsibility to our young people…
They must not be discouraged from aspiring toward greatness”. 

Nevertheless, the work they did was driven by the same unrelenting pas-
sions and visions for tomorrow that empower us today - elevating the race. 
Being, as was described in the early twentieth century, “race (wo)men”. 

This year we graduated our largest 8th grade class, saw our largest high 
school cohort graduate, and witnessed the commencement of 3 alums at 
Howard University. These successes invigorate us, yet we remain hungry 
for so much more. It must be the same feeling that Mary McLeod felt in a 
famous picture when she stood on a dirt road, before a line of her “girls”, 
each in starched whites, black skirts, and hats - mirroring their teacher.

Just as we make no apologies for doing all that we can for our children, I 
make no apologies for spending every hour of the day in pursuit of the very 
best for our children and families. And what drives me, is the same realiza-
tion that drove so many before me, “there is no cavalry”. No one is coming 
over the hills to our rescue, we are all that we have, and the strength our 
ancestors exuded makes it evident that “we’re all we need”.  

Jahi Awakoaiye, Director
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Ile Omode has served students from Oak-
land and surrounding cities for 30 years. 
Initially begun as a home-based day care 
serving preschool children, the indepen-
dent private school continues to grow.  

From its 3-story building in East Oakland, 
the school serves students from preschool 
to 8th grade; providing a preschool, ele-
mentary, and middle school.

Ile Omode students meet a rigourous Af-
rican-centered curriculum lauded for its 
strength across an array of disciplines, in-
cluding language, science, technology, and 
mathematics. Students have:

•	 Engaged	in	extensive	community-driven	
research projects

•	 Developed	science	projects
•	 Coded	computer	applications
•	 Enrolled	concurrently	in	an	advanced	Al-

gebra course at a local college. 

Our tuition remains one of the lowest in the 
areas, while our services, including provid-
ing laptops/tablets, musical instruments, 
daily breakfast and lunch, included after-
school services, is untouchable. We strive 
to remain affordable for families and sup-
port parents’ effort to provide the best for 
their children.

A b o u t
I l e  O m o d e
Educating Our Children Since 1986

The Year at a Glance

1 2 3

4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

[1] Khalid at the Science Fair [2] Babas coaching the basketball team [3] Pre-
school during Ancestors Day [4] Unveiling the new basketball uniforms [5] 
Spelman recruiter visit [6] Graduation in June [7] Baba Tyehimba’s afterschool 
chess program [8] 8th graders completing Intermediate Algebra at Laney Col-
lege [9] High school senior, Barry Brand receiving a “Books and Materials” 
scholarship from Ile Omode [10] End of year field trip at Santa Cruz [11] Com-
munity cleanup day [12] Honoring our scholars 
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2017-2018 Donors*
Asante (“thank you”) for every contribution

Commuity 
Builder
Supporter
Up to $24

Edward R Smith
Gregory Trevigne
Mary Montgomery
Nadiyah Young
Rachel Levine
W. Lanooris Federick
Anthony Smith
Deangela	Cooks
Joyce Lewis
Naeemah	Daggao
Rachel Jones
S. Yvette Guiton
America’s	Best	Local	Charities
Cole-Johnson

Mama 
Jasiri Kadiri

$25-$99

Anedra Guinn
Carroll	Jubilee
Clay,	Tre’cher
Cleo	Brown
Dianne	Smith-Jubilee
Esther Moses-Gatson
Lynda Harris 
Katheryn Bean
Melissa Obligacion
Sterling Lewis
Lloyd Vassell
Cheryl	Burks
Box	Tops	for	Education
eScript
Eugenia Asante
AAmir Al-Musawwir
Labeeba Al-Musawwir
Aneesa Al-Musawwir
Gloria Brown
Damu	Sudi	Alii
Dunham	Rachel
Elvis & Leona Hodges
Joanna Gritz
Chrystal	M		Moore

Wright	Darnisha
Sia and Jahi Awakoaiye
Carl	and	Beverly	Kennedy	
Fanya Ka Makini
Haley Hayes
Wells Fargo (Matching Funds)
Lauryn Moore

Baba 
David Stewart

$100-$249

Al-Bakari Monica  
Daphne	Parish
Taffany	and	Amudu	Davis
Enitan Olu Bereola
Herbert	Perkins
Naomi	Johnson-Diouf	
Joi L Rhone
Lynn Levin
Marlon Brandle, Sr
Annette Natt
Nicole Norris
Reginald James
Roberta Murdock
Constance	Bridgeforth
Walter B Turner
Greg Hodge
Maris Angeles
Rodney and Elneda Shannon
Wilkinson Wealth Mgnt
Copy	Mat
Mattie	Dismuke
Lisa Smith
Akanke	Peyton
Pfizer	Foundation
Jasmine & Nasar 
Martin Al-Musawwir
Quentin Townsend
Justin & Keisha Smith
Mildred Rose
Nubian Flunder
Roland Wilson
Sharp Zerita
Stephen Groce
Cahlea	Whaley
Shakur and Sieanyene Win-
dross
Derrick	Malone
Harris Zakiya
Wells Fargo Matching payroll 

funds
Keita Kenyatta
Michael Obligacion

Leader’s
Circle

William Alexan-
der Liedesdorff

$250-$499

Everard Frank TR
Herbert Lofton
Jalilah LaBrie & Olanrewaju 
Anthonio
Quinton & Martina Sankofa
Remi & Angela Bereola
Tyehimba	Peyton
Marcia Shields
Marcus Gary
Yaw Anku
Adimu Madyun & Khalilah 
Goodlow
Adjelegan Lassey
Aiyana Al-Bakari
Akanke	Peyton
Alicia	K	Dixon
Clarence	&	Jane	Henderson
Keishna & Eugene Hamilton
Keyva Kendall
Nicole Ahmad
Stella & Brett Moore
Carlynn	Wooten
Brian and Tandeeka Kennedy
Earlaine and Bobbie Williams
Ife Tayo Stewart
Douglas	and	Arlene	Coleman
Sherrell	Collins
Pamela	&	Johnie	Williams
Ebon	and	Donisha	Adams	
Hornes
Independent	Charities	Of	
America
Louis Stamp
The	Benevity	Community	
Impact Fund

Madame C.J. 
Walker

$500-$999
Community	Car	Wash
Althea	Cummings	(Imani	Bap-
tist	Church)
Gale M Madyun
Kai and Ernest Nortey
Sheila	Phillip-Shavies
T3 Automotive Group, Inc
Victoria & Jerry Jenkins
Theodisa Battiest
Damaya	Hodges-Shans
Kimberly & Joseph Lynch

Legacy
Black 

Wallstreet
$1,000-$4,999

Curtis	&	D’Etta	Robinson
Ethel L and James Haskins
Daphne	Kelley
Wilson	Donna
Oakland African American 
Chamber	(OAACC)
Ramonia Hall
Paula	Stewart
Dr.	Eleanor	Mason	Ramsey
Paul	Jackson
PayPal	Charitable	Giving
Dust	To	Dawn	Residence	
(Gloria Booth)
Silicon	Valley	Community	
Foundation

Black Star Line
$5,000 & up

Ile	Omode	Parents
Anonymous

*From September 1, 2017 through August 31, 2018; does not include 
cash contributions or local fundraisers when no donor information 
was provided. List includes all unrestricted donations.
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2017-18 Income
Tuition & Fees $754,592
Fundraising & Contributions $79,544 
Auxiliary & Other Income $36,585

2017-18
Operating Income and Expenses

Fiscal year runs from September 1, 2017 to August 31, 2018

For years Ile Omode has endeavored to provide high 
quality meals to our students, many of whom have to 
be introduced to “fresh vegetables”. We provide a full 
breakfast and lunch each day and nothing is processed. 
Although our garden is small it remains an instrumen-
tal part of our food program and our curriculum. 

The produce is used in the kitchen, showing our stu-
dents the process from, “seed to stomach”. Towards this 
goal, support for our garden from Annie’s Grants for 
Gardens for $3,000 has helped us both sustain and ex-
pand the garden. 

Big Harvest from 
a Small Garden

2017-18 Expenses
Faculty & Staff $667,162
Facilities & Operations $84,014 
General & Admin $98,905

Unspent Grants
Grants received at the end of the fiscal year to fund proj-
ects in 2018-19.

$25K
Kitchen

$5.5K
Playground

$6.2K
Books & 
Equipment

ATD
Investment Group

Income

87% Tuition &
Fees

Fundraising &
Contributions

12%

Auxiliary &
Other Income

2%

Faculty &
Staff

Facilities &  
OperationsGeneral & 

Administration

Expenses

12%

10%

78%
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Since its inception, Ile Omode’s caf-
eteria, has operated on a shoe string 
budget - determined to provide 
healthy and substantial meals to our 
children, while at the same time, 
minimizing the cost to our fami-
lies. That challenge was accepted by 
Mama Mildred Rose, who brought 
her decades of professional cafeteria 
experience, coupled with her sin-
gle-parents’ natural instinct to save 
money.

She spends nearly as many hours 
preparing food to serve as she does 
purchasing food and supplies. In an 
effort to reduce the cost, she travels 
between multiple stores weekly - 
CostCo for a sale on pancake mix; 
Grocery Outlet for a great buy on 
breakfast sausages; Jetro’s 2 for 1 
sale on all paper goods. Sometimes, 
she has to be creative or use her ne-
gotiating skills. Safeway may have 
a great deal on breakfast cereal for 
$1.49, but might impose a limit of 3. 
At times, she’s traveled to multiple 
Safeways, or she’ll “call the manag-
er”, and no store manager is a match 
for a petite, yet determined bargain-
er with Southern roots (Louisiana).

She had considered switching to or-
dering items and having them deliv-
ered, for if not all, at least some of 
the purchases, but the added cost of 
shipping and the concerns with the 
quality of food delivered - especially 
produce, fruits and vegetables, con-
tinued to move her away from this 
as a solution.

Two years ago, a chance meeting 
with Oakland Councilwoman, De-
sley Brooks, brought a big change. 
Brooks is the council person for Ile 

Omode, in District 7, and she had 
begun working with Moms Against 
Poverty (MAP), a non-profit created 
by an Iranian family in an effort to 
support children in need. MAP has 
a local program in Oakland,  MAP’s 
Nutrition Outreach Program in 
Oakland.

Ile Omode wasn’t a direct fit because 
they were interested in providing 
food directly to families, and not 
supporting a kitchen. However, after 
visiting the school, and seeing how 
children are served, they decided to 
support Ile Omode’s food mission.

Each month, Mama Rose submits 
an order that is fulfilled by Amazon 
through Whole Foods, and the en-
tire cost is covered by MAP. Mama 
Rose, who was at first leery about 
delivered food, quickly became a 
convert. She says, “delivery is fan-
tastic, and at least 90% of the food 
is organic”; providing a food quality 
we couldn’t have previously afford-
ed.

The 2017-18 school year was the 
program’s first full year, and beyond 
improved food quality, the support 
has had multiple benefits. It has re-
duced the operational time, led to 
expanded food offerings, and great-
er selection. 

While it doesn’t cover all of the pur-
chases required, it does account for 
a substantial portion of the monthly 
budget, and this has had a big im-
pact on easing the severe budget 
constraints on the school, where ev-
ery penny is critical, which Mama 
Rose calls “a blessing”.

Moms Against Poverty Supports 
Mama Rose’s Kitchen at Ile Omode
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Lunch @ Ile Omode

First STEM Day
On May 17, 2018 Ile Omode held its first STEM event: 
The Real MVPs of STEM to expose our students to Af-
rican Americans in STEM careers. The event included a 
panel discussion and career fair that informed students 
and families about opportunities in the STEM field. 

Our panel included doctors, educators, sports execu-
tives, account executives, and a filmmaker. Panelists 
shared their experiences of advancing in STEM careers 
and offered students insight on skills necessary to com-
pete at a high level.   Many panelists discussed their 
experiences being the only African Americans in their 
field. Ebonee Slater, account executive at Deloitte, de-
scribed her experience of wanting the presence of more 
people like her. 

Students were eager with their questions and asked 
panelists about college courses, majors, and internships 
that would be useful for careers in STEM. The panel 
encouraged students to develop strong math, science, 
and analytical skills and to pursue internships. 

The companies held an interactive fair which included  
Bayer, Wells Fargo, Kaiser, Coupa, Stanford, Negus, the 
Warriors and Deloitte. Students had the opportunity to 
visit tables and participate in demonstrations. Mama 
Donna Collins instructed students on how to dissect a 
pig heart, while Mama Vicky Jenkins showed students 
the variety of household products produced at Bayer, 
a local pharmaceutical company. Tre Jenkins, of the 
Warriors organization, explained to students how there 
are careers beyond sports, and Mama Geanie Asante 
and her team from Wells Fargo taught children about 
financial planning for college. Our first event was a 
huge success. We hope to continue to bring our com-
munity together to demonstrate the success of African 
Americans in STEM careers.  

-Carlynn Wooten-Scott
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A year ago the school’s Beautifica-
tion Committee, led by Mama 
Charemon Cooks, sought to 

organize the community around im-
proving the safety and visual appeal 
of our neighborhood and immediate 
surroundings. We organized a commu-
nity cleanup which resulted in signifi-
cant media attention; just days after the 
event, NBC news conducted a story on 
our efforts, and the challenges, to clean 
the immediate surroundings.

The news story was witnessed by a local 
non-profit, Trees for Oakland Flatlands 

(TOF), and they wanted to assist us in 
our efforts. TOF works to provide free 
trees to Oakland residents with a goal 
of increasing the urban forest while, 
“combating climate change, and pro-
vide a more equitable distribution of 
trees within Oakland”.

Over the year the group met with our 
organizers and considering our goals, 
they recommended trees and helped 
facilitate design and planting plans. Fi-
nally, in May, we were ready to plant - 
three African Sumac trees.

Parents and volunteers met on a Sat-
urday in work jeans and old boots and 
quickly turned to the task of planting 
two of the three trees, and prepped the 
area for the third tree. They also did 
some maintenance work in the garden 
and put some final touches on the new 
shed. 

The following Monday, the school held 
a tree planting ceremony, planting the 
final tree, and the entire community 
celebrated, while remembering that our 
first duty is to protect and support the 
Earth.

A Partnership with Trees for Oakland Flatlands

Tree Planting at Ile Omode
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8th grade students continued Ile 
Omode’s record of 100% private 
high school acceptance. The stu-

dents from the Class of 2018, the largest 
ever, were admitted to a number of area 
private schools. Although they had a 
number of options, they were ultimate-
ly drawn to just two schools - Bishop 
O’Dowd High School in Oakland and 
Moreau Catholic in Hayward.

Bishop O’Dowd is no surprise for Ile 
Omode students. Over the years, the 
school has been the most popular desti-
nation for the school’s graduates; land-
ing over 43% of the graduates in the last 
7 years. This year seven students were 
admitted with four deciding to attend, 
including Selma Apara, who received 
the school’s presidential scholarship.

Selma joins a select list of students who 
have received Bishop O’Dowd’s presi-
dential scholarship. Since Zenzile Rid-
dick’s acceptance in 2011, nine students 
have been recipients, and nearly all 
have enrolled.

This year however, Moreau Catholic, 
received the majority of Ile Omode stu-
dents. This was surprising since before 
this year, not a single student had ever 
even applied to the school. Baba Jahi 
Awakoaiye, Ile Omode’s director, was 
looking for another destination school, 
and in the fall spent considerable time 
meeting with Moreau’s director of ad-
missions, the principal, vice-principal, 
and other staff. 

Baba Jahi said he, “was interested in ex-
panding opportunities for our students, 
and Moreau caught my attention, but 
its course offerings and financial offer-
ings were attractive for our families”. 
After several visits, and a subsequent 
visit by the entire 8th grade, nearly ev-
ery student was sold, and 10 of the 12 
students applied.

Bishop O’Dowd still remained attrac-
tive and just as many students applied 
to the East Oakland parochial school. 
For Joshua Lynch, it was a difficult 

choice between St. Mary’s High School 
in Berkeley, his father’s alma mater, and 
Bishop O’Dowd, which is just blocks 
from his home. He joins Myles Moore, 
whose high score on the nationally ad-
ministered High School Placement Test 
made him a near lock for admission, 

considering his sister is also a recent 
graduate. 

Neranti Gary, Yhzekel Kahsai and 
Adesina Tyler, all of whom received at 
least one presidential scholarship, had 
a number of options. Adesina was ad-
mitted to four schools, and Yhzekel 
and Neranti’s list include such Bay Area 
stalwarts as St Joseph, Bentley, Bishop 
O’Dowd, Head-Royce, Athenian, Stuart 

Hall, and Eastside College Prep, but all 
three boys ultimately chose Moreau.

For Neranti his interest in studying 
computer science was the prevailing 
factor, “I really liked the computer cur-
riculum and the robotics courses”. 

Along with the long list of acceptanc-
es the 2018 class were the recipients of 
over a dozen scholarship. All total, 75% 
of the students received scholarships 
which totaled nearly $90K. 

The students are well positioned for 
success in high school, and we fully ex-
pect them to continue to carve a path 
for future students. 

Private High School Acceptance
12-0

2018 Class admitted to Head Royce, Athenian, Bish-
op O’Dowd, Bentley, Moreau Catholic, Stuart Hall, 
Eastside College Prep, St. Mary’s, and College Prep 
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A self-proclaimed “Grandmama’s baby”, 
Baba Abubakar is the most senior in-
structor at Ile Omode (22 years), and  

is liable to drop some old school wisdom at any 
given moment. His proverbial way of speaking 
inspires the children to reflect and think criti-
cally about the world around them. He uses his 
knowledge and love of the martial arts to teach 
the children about mental discipline through 

the physical body. And he never forgets 
to challenge the students to explore their 
spirituality and purpose through our 
cultural lens. No matter the subject mat-
ter, Baba Abubakar is committed and 
steadfast when it comes to sustaining 

our beloved institution.

Baba Abubakar Adisa Omari was 
born in Oakland, California at 
Highland Hospital in the 1950s. 
He was raised in West Oakland un-
til the second grade before moving 

to Sobrante Park in East Oakland. 
He graduated from Castlemont 
High School and attended Merritt 
College before joining the Nation 
of Islam. During his time with the 
Nation, he was introduced to the 
martial art Kenpo (a fist style in-
troduced by Bruce Lee). Martial 
arts became increasingly popular 
in the 1960s among the Black 
community.

He began his career at Ile Omode 

in 1996 as an after school instructor but 
quickly became a full time teacher. This 
was his first time formally teaching a class 
and he recalls it being an enjoyable expe-
rience. Although he was originally asked 
to teach an adult martial arts course 
that never materialized, he realized that 

teaching the youth was his divine 
calling.

In the 1990s Ile Omode was a cultural hub for 
Black families, “The African values were con-

sistent and were reinforced daily. The children 
knew the Nguzo Saba by heart and often re-
ferred to them when resolving conflicts.” It was 
a space where African Americans could come 
and reconnect with their African roots, un-
apologetically, during a time where our com-
munities were being flooded with drugs and 
violence. He recalls everyone in the communi-
ty having an African name and always dressing 
in traditional African garb. This being a clear 
statement of cultural empowerment and love 
of self which is a principle he wishes to impart 
to all of his students. This experience laid the 
foundation for him to later make the evolution 
of Black consciousness the theme of his 8th 
grade social studies course, “African-American 
Identity”.

His most enjoyable aspect of teaching the youth 
at Ile Omode is “making a mark in terms of 
their personal development and future”. He sees 
teaching as a necessary learning process in or-
der to provide current and relevant material for 
his students to engage and analyze. He enjoys 
“coming into new information while preparing 
lesson plans to make the students  conscious 
and attached to the love of self.” He wants all 
of his students to proudly love and understand 
themselves and their people, a core value of Ile 
Omode. He wants to graduate cohorts of intel-
ligent, confident, and successful young people 
who will move our people to new heights.

Baba Abubakar sees Ile Omode as a pillar of 
hope for the community, knowing that “every-

one who walks by is always impressed by our 
children.” He would like to see a greater balance 
between the “new school” and “old school” 
ways of teaching children through preparing  
them for college, trades, and entrepreneurship. 
It is critical for schools like Ile Omode to con-
tinue to flourish because the community needs 
a powerful and nurturing space for our chil-
dren to thrive and grow. With the leadership of 
instructors like Baba Abubakar, we will surely 
achieve his vision and the vision of the entire 
Ile Omode community. -Mama Kara Cotton

Abubakar Omari
A force of love, discipline and knowledge 
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The 3rd Annual Huey P. Newton 
Oratorical Festival entitled Leg-
acy In The making (L. I. T.) was 

hosted by Ile Omode School at Bishop 
O’Dowd Theater on March 25, 2018. 
Students performed poetry, speeches, 
drama, and originally written hip hop 
verses that captivated and entertained 
all in attendance. 

The event originated as an extension of 
our literary and performing arts pro-
gram. Baba Ajamu Stewart (4th/5th 
grade teacher) wanted to celebrate Af-
rican culture in a space where students 
could express themselves creatively. 
From the literature of the Harlem Re-
naissance, to the improvisation of Jazz, 
to the freestyle battle style of hip-hop, 
our culture lives in the art of expres-
sion. As he states “Our students are a 
continuation of this culture and must 
have the tools to understand and con-
tribute to this rich legacy.”

Our program has grown significantly. 
We outgrew our school and moved the 
production to Bishop O’Dowd where 
we had standing room only. Over 200 
parents, grandparents and community 
members were in attendance. Our rela-
tionship with O’Dowd and the contri-
bution of Jonathan Angeles, O’Dowd’s 
theater audio and visual technical oper-
ator, who provided sound, lighting and 
technical support were invaluable. 

The desire among students has also 
grown, with many asking about their 
chance to hit the stage. This year middle 
school students composed their own 
songs centered around contemporary 
social, political, and economic issues 
facing the black community. Students 

t r a n s f o r m e d 
from shy and 
reclusive ado-
lescents to cre-
ative, articulate 
and energized 
performers. 
 
Our younger 
students per-

formed a diversity of literary pieces 
including poetry, drama and hip hop. 
First graders opened the show and won 
over the crowd with a classroom recit-
al of Langston Hughes’ “Genius Child”. 
Our second and third graders followed 
up with Iwe, a dramatic and engaging 
play about character. Fourth and fifth 
graders rocked the crowd with 

poetry, spoken word, and closed the 
show with a hip hop cypher calling all 
parents to stand on their feet. By the 
end of the show the entire theatre was 
dancing, clapping and singing. 

What started as a tribute to our rich 
literary history through poetry recita-
tion has grown into a full production. 
Last year, we were self funded and sup-
ported through the volunteerism and 
leadership of parents Mama Carlynn 

Wooten Scott and Mama Charemon 
Cooks. Much of the costs still derived 
from teachers’ pockets and donations. 
To help offset the cost of the event we 
published the verses written by stu-
dents into a book that was sold to mar-
ket, promoted, and raised funds for this 

years event. However, as we 
continue to grow, our aim is 

to have a fully funded program. 

We anticipate an even greater turn out 
this year. Parents, grandparents, and 
extended family were on their feet 
cheering with excitement at the conclu-
sion of last year’s event. The excitement 
and anticipation is still present and stu-
dents are preparing to provide another 
outstanding show this year. 

Oratorical Festival
3rdAnnual

Our culture lives in the art of expression; 
empowering and activating critical thinking
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Reetah Boyce, Bakare Awakoaiye 
(c’10), and Isis Fuller each graduated 
from Howard University; joining its 
150th graduating class. Howard Uni-
versity awarded 2,217 degrees on May 
12, 2018, and 3 of those degrees were 
conferred to Ile Omode’s own - three 
young people from Oakland, who 
moved across the country to study at 
one of the leading universities in the 
country.

The Ile Omode alums were honored 
by the year’s commence-
ment speaker, Chadwick 
Boseman, of Black Panther 
fame.  The 2000 Howard 
alum told the graduates when “you are 
deciding on next steps, you would rath-
er find purpose than a job or career”.

Well, it seems they’ve found a little of 
both. Reetah graduated magna cum 
laude from the College of Business with 
a degree in Computer Information Sys-
tems, and prior to graduating she had 
already accepted a position. 

She moved to Denver, Colorado, where 
she works for Gusto, which was origi-
nally established in San Francisco, and 

provides online human resourc-
es services, such as payroll.

For Reetah, Ile Omode, “allowed 
me to stay focused on my goal of 
getting into college because that was 
the expectation”.

Bakare and Isis graduated summa 
cum laude , the highest academic dis-
tinction, from the College of Arts and 
Sciences with degrees in biology. The 
two also were inducted into Howard’s 

chapter of Beta Kappa Chi, the national 
scientific honor society.

Isis will continue her education and 
will attend Emory University in Atlan-
ta to pursue a graduate degree in public 
health.

Bakare returns to Oakland where he 
will spend a year interning in Genen-
tech’s Cancer  Immunology Depart-
ment, while applying to medical school, 
where he intends to earn an MD/PhD. 

He was the recipient of his college’s 
honor medal and was inducted into Phi 
Beta Kappa, the nation’s oldest honor 
society - earning a 3.95 GPA. 

For Bakare and Isis their 
enrollment at Howard was 
especially special because 
they first visited the uni-

versity when they were 7th graders 
at Ile Omode. The two joined seven 
other students in 2009 to comprise Ile 
Omode’s first middle school college 
tour. 

Isis says, she “probably would not have 
even thought about Howard without 
Ile Omode”.

While the three are leaving Howard, 
they have certainly left the door open 
because two alums are entering fresh-
man in 2018.

How
ard University Graduates

“...probably would not have even thought 
about Howard without Ile Omode”
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HIGH SCHOOL ALUMS
Orisegun Origunwa, Kpazawala Win-
dross, and Malia Jenkins (c’17) com-
pleted their first year in Google’s Code 
Next, an effort to identify and cultivate 

Black and Latino tech leaders...Galana-
fai Windross (c’14) taught a computer 
science course ... Over the summer, Bar-
ry Brand (c’14), graduated from Oak-
land Technical High School, where he 
was president of the  school’s Red Cross 
Club, and completed an African Amer-
ican Studies course at Merritt College... 
Malik Bossett (c’15) was promoted at 
the Academy of Science and had a men-
torship with the Planetarium; he was 
the keynote speaker at the Academy’s 
“Teen Night” in August, and spoke on 
interstellar travel...Folasade Halcomb 
(c’17) attends Emeryville High School, 

and how earned a third place at the Bay 
Counties League championship in the 
200 meters and 4x400 meter relay team

COLLEGIATE ALUMS
Marcus Herron (c’10) a senior at Sono-
ma State held his first art exhibit, “Pris-
matic” at Sonoma’s Student Gallery...
Aminah Muhammad (c’11) transferred 
from Las Positas College to UC Santa 
Cruz; she’s majoring in film with mi-
nor studies in computer science... Isis 
Fuller, earned dean’s list honors, and 
interned at UC Berkeley’s SMASH pro-
gram.... Maia Morgan (c’12), a sopho-
more at Clark-Atlanta University, spent 
a second year interning with AC Transit

Alumni Updates

Malik Bossett (c’15) and Nandi Maun-
der (c’15) attended Malik’s prom at the 
Bay School in San Francisco.

Adrien Graduates 
from Sonoma State

Maya Jenkins (c’14) became the 5th Ile 
Omode student to be inducted to the 
National Honor Society at O’Dowd.

Junior prom at Envision - 
Milan Gibson & Nzyja Walker

KaRa interning at 
Under Armour in Baltimore

In May, Adrien Herron earned her 
bachelors degree from Sonoma State 
University in anthropology with a 
minor in American Multicultural 
Studies. 

Prior to 2008, Ile Omode offered a 
traditional elementary that ended 
in the 6th grade. In 2008 the school 
expanded to include a full middle 
school, and Adrien was the first 8th 
grade graduate in 2009.

She credits Ile Omode with provid-
ing her a “close connection” to her 
culture, and attended St. Mary’s 
High School in Berkeley. Like Zora 
Neale Hurston she chose to study 
anthropology because she enjoys, 
“discovering how cultures develop, 
and how humans have changed so 
much over time”.

She appreciated her time at Sonoma 
and found the faculty to be very re-
ceptive, although she was the only 
African-American in her major.

Since graduating she works at a 
school in San Francisco while ap-
plying to graduate school, where 
she hopes to study medical anthro-
pology and public health, seeing the 
importance of crafting policy which 
values the uniqueness in cultures.
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Ile Omode’s class of 6254 (2014) 
was its largest graduating class at 
the time. It was an amazingly close 

group, and whether by design or luck, 
nearly everyone applied to, and were 
admitted to Bishop O’Dowd High 
School, ensuring their time together 
would continue.

Tierra Robinson-Jones, Adeya Wyatt, 
Maya Jenkins, Khukheper Awakoai-
ye, Galanafai Windross, and Lonnie 
Turner attended Bishop O’Dowd High 
School, while their classmates, Barry 
Brand and Khalid Cross enrolled at 
Oakland Technical High School.

O’Dowd’s 2018 class included 6 of our 
students, and they comprised the larg-
est single cohort at any high school at 
that time.

The group’s accomplishments in high 

school are worth noting; including de-
livering O’Dowd its first state champi-
onship in years in track and field, and 
first ever in football. Half of the stu-
dents were inducted into the National 
Honor Society, and most remained on 
the school’s first honors list for the ma-
jority of their time in high school.

Tierra single-handedly delivered 3 state 
championships in track (see next arti-
cle), and she was joined by Maya and 
Khukheper . The trio won 4 league ti-
tles among the boys and girls teams, 
and Maya won the discus league cham-
pionship as well. 

Lonnie and Khukheper competed 
in football and over their 4 years at 
O’Dowd, the pair contributed over 42 
wins, 3 league championships, and a 
state title.  

Their feats in the classroom howev-
er, are even more impressive than 
their athletic achievements. The col-
lege-bound seniors averaged nearly a 
3.7 GPA (“A-”), while taking a slate of 
advanced coursework - particularly 
Adeya and Khukheper. 

The two held GPAs exceeding 4.0, while 
taking six AP courses each, wholly jus-
tifiying O’Dowd bestowing them with 
the school’s presidential scholarship 
when they applied. They were inducted 
into the National Honor Society in their 
junior year, and were on hand when 
Maya joined them in high school’s most 
prestigious academic honor in her se-
nior year. 

While O’Dowd has received over 
70% of our students attending private 
school, this class may have proven the 
finest.

Largest High School Cohort
Tierra | Adeya | Maya | Lonnie | Khukheper | Galanafai

Next Stop
Tierra, Texas A&M University, Business
Adeya, Howard University, Chemical 

Engineering
Galanafai, San Diego State University, 

Computer Science
Khukheper, Howard University, Biology 
Maya, UC Merced, Biological Sciences
Barry, Xavier University, Biology

4 State Champions

3 National Honor
Society Inductees

2 Presidential
Scholars

8 League Titles
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Zenzile Riddick (‘c11) was a found-
ing member of The Coalition for A 
Better UC (CBUC), which decided 
to campaign for a change to Califor-
nia’s financial aid system. 

In January of 2018, the sociology and 
Black Studies major, campaigned 
with fellow UC Santa Barbara stu-
dents at UC and Cal State Universi-
ties, to make the statewide grant for 
low-income students, the Cal Grant, 
available during the summer. 

Research showed that California 
students needed access to summer 
classes if they were going to grad-
uate on time. The campaign was 

successful, and in March, Assem-
blyman Marc Levine (10th District, 
North Bay) authored the bill AB 
3153. The bill will extend Cal Grants 
to summer sessions. 

As CBUC’s Director of Internal Af-
fairs, she managed the social me-
dia campaign, created all campaign 
graphics, lobbied in Sacramento, 
and hired/supervised an all Black 
team of freshman interns who were 
promoted to assistant directors.

The bill passed in the California As-
sembly in May, and it has two com-
mittees left in the Senate before it 
reaches the governor’s desk. 

T i e r r a 
R o b i n -

s o n - J o n e s 
(c’14), after 

c ompl e t i ng 
a feat only 
achieved by 
3 other high 

school athletes in 
California history, 

was named the 2018 
California Gato-

rade Track and Field 
Athlete of the Year. 

Last year Tierra led her 
school to the state cham-

pionship in the 4x400 meter relay, 
and this year followed up with a his-
toric double at the California Inter-
scholastic Federation state champi-
onship in Clovis, California.

Tierra is a 400 meter specialist, and 
ran impressively all year. She was 
undefeated and the clear favorite 
entering the 400m finals at the state 
finals; nevertheless nothing is guar-
anteed. She ran against one of the 

most impressive fields assembled, 
and easily beat the field, finishing in 
52.39 seconds, which was her fastest 
time ever, and the third fastest time 
in the country this year. 

While Tierra has made the state fi-
nals every year since entering high 
school; earning 9th as a freshman, 
4th in her sophomore year, and 2nd 
as a junior, she had never ran in the 
200 meter final, a race which bal-
ances the speed of the short sprints 
with the strength of the 400 meters. 

She was not the event’s highest seed, 
and the event’s favorite, the state’s 
leading 200m runner led for 195 
meters, but it was the final 5 me-
ters that allowed Tierra’s superior 

strength to shine. As she approached 
the final five meters, Tierra contin-
ued to close, and as she made her 
final plunge to the finish line, the 
race’s leader tried to match her, and 
instead, fatigue gave way and she 

stumbled to the track. 

Tierra earned the gold, and in do-
ing so, accomplished the elusive 
double that no female track athlete 
in Northern California had ever 
achieved. It was a fitting conclusion 
to her high school career, and she 
leaves Bishop O’Dowd High School, 
as the greatest 400 meter runner in 
Northern California history. 

She’ll take those bragging rights, 
and the coming challenge to Texas 
A&M University, where she received 
a full athletic scholarship. The Ile 
Omode alum will study business 
administration, and will join one of 
the strongest track programs in the 
country.

Greatest 400m Runner in
Northern California History

Making a Difference for 
California Students
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8924 Holly Street
Oakland, CA  94621

To donate, scan the barcode with your phone’s 
camera, or contact Pamela Young-Williams, Busi-
ness Manager, at 510.632.8230 or pamela.wil-
liams@ileomode.org

“People don’t realize how a person’s whole life can be 
changed by one book”.

-Malcolm X

Pre-8th
since 1986


