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A quarter of a century is certainly a long 
time, but after our middle school trip 
to Atlanta, and a visit to Morehouse, 
Spelman and Tuskegee I remain mind-
ful of real legacy building. The work and 
intense commitment of Booker T. Wash-
ington and others, remains the model 
for how we move our educational com-
munity forward. 

Their challenges also communicate to 
us the importance of control, integrity, 
and authenticity. What we do, and what 
we create must represent the best ex-
amples of what it means to be an Af-

rican in America in 2011. We must be 
willing to examine our history and draw 
upon the best examples of greatness 
and high achievement, and at the same 
time, look with an honest eye to ensure 
we avoid unnecessary pitfalls.

Our future is not assured. But be mind-
ful that there is no enemy at our gate, 
save the enemy of hard work, sacrifice, 
and commitment. 

Our school has always operated without 
a safety net. We don’t have a large en-
dowment or thousands of donors. Our 
school lies in the heart of a low-income 
community in East Oakland, and our 
families are drawn across all income 
brackets. 

Yet we exist to serve us all. To provide 
the highest quality education at an af-
fordable tuiton. To ensure all of our chil-
dren have the benefit and opportunity of 
our vision. 

Where else can every student receive 
a laptop? A musical instrument? Travel 
to Washington, DC for a week for under 
$400? Eat meals prepared with such 
love that it makes your eyes water? 

We are that place - and that place we 
shall remain. With your support and love 
we will continue to love our children, 
and provide them the finest education 
possible. And we will ask only one thing 
of ourselves and of them. 

From us - that we remain examples of 
excellence as brothers, sisters, hus-
bands and wives; and from them - that 
they never cower, never bend, but let 
the world always see them in their most 
brillaint visage. 

Let “this little light of” ours illuminate a 
pathway for us all.

Jahi Awakoaiye
Director
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1986 Ile Omode, the “House of the Children”, is founded. Twelve 
preschool-age students, primarily children from Wo’se, are enrolled in a 
home school . 

1988 School relocates to 8924 Holly Street in Oakland.

1990 Third and fourth grade classes added.

1993 School expands to include 5th and 6th grade.

1996 School is wired by Intel volunteers on national NetDay.

2001 First Gumbo Night fundraiser...First commercial appears on 
SoulBeat...Launched Friends of Ile Omode

2002 Computer lab established; funded by a donation from Intel and 
HP.

2003 Preschool classroom expanded, and a second preschool room 
added.

2005 Awarded Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. - Cesar Chavez Day of Ser-
vice grant ...Mildred Rose opens on-site cafeteria...Received Intel Volunteer 
Grant Matching Fund

2006 Received grant from the National Coalition of 100 Black Wom-
en...Began pen-pal program with Liberian school...Received Wells Fargo 
“Community Trailblazer” award.

2007 Mobile Initiative begins - upper elementary students receive 
laptop computers. Student authored book, Young Scribes, is published.

2008 Full middle school offered, school expands to 7th and 8th grade. 
Adrien Herron becomes the first student to graduate from the middle 
school...Students take first out-of-state field trip to Washington, DC, launch-
ing the middle school college and history tour.

2009 First concurrently enrolled student at Laney College completes 
Algebra 2.

2010 Received Community grant, resulting in the building of a new 
playstructure and a permanent basketball court...Recipient of the City Slick-
ers grant, its first award for a garden project in East Oakland. 
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Zenzile Earns 
Scholarship
Zenzile Riddick, after setting 
her heart on attending Bishop 
O’Dowd, was recently awarded the 
President’s Scholarship at Bishop 
O’Dowd, and will enter the Oakland 
Catholic private school in the fall. 

The scholarship is only offered 
to a select number of students 
each year, and Zenzile’s applica-
tion and character clearly shined. 

The honor, along with provid-
ing a financial award that low-
ers the cost of tuition, also admits 
recipients into Bishop O’Dowd’s 
honors courses without the need 
to take placement exams. Thus 
Zenzile is enrolled in Biology (an 
honors course), along with Hon-
ors English, Honors Algebra 2/
Trigonometry, Honors Geo-His-
tory, and Advanced Spanish 2.

The 8th grader is excited about 
high school, but is reminded that 
, “it wouldn’t have been possible 
without my Ile Omode teachers”. 

Communities that want their young 
people to strive for academic ex-
cellence must celebrate academic 
achievement with the same level of 
ferocity that it celebrates dunks and 
touchdowns.

Taking this to heart, Ile Omode in-
stituted scholastic awards nearly 10 
years ago, and has expanded the 
idea ever since. 

During each graduation and promo-
tion ceremony students are recog-
nized for excellence in mathemat-
ics, language arts (reading, writing, 
and grammar), and social studies. 
Students receive an award by dem-
onstrating excellence throughout 
the year, or by earning a score of 
90% on the cumulative final exams 
administered during the last week 
of school. 

Students are recognized with a 
medal, and it has become such an 
honor that students talk with their 
parents about earning a medal be-
fore the school year even begins.  

During one graduation ceremony 
one student attended the promotion 
exercises wearing his medals from 
the previous year - he apparently 
wanted everyone to know he was 
adding to an existing cache.

Pretrice Curry-Bossett, mother of 
a 4th grader, prominently displays 
the awards at home, and her son is 
“encouraged and motivated” by the 
honors he receives.

In 2009, the school announced the 
“Dr. W.E.B. DuBois - Mary McLeod 
Bethune Scholars Award”, given to 
students in the middle school who 
demonstrate excellence across 
multiple subjects, and who have  
earned a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or 
higher. 

This honor was coupled with a 
scholar’s plaque, which honors all 
middle school students who earn a 
3.5 GPA or higher each term. 

Celebrating Academic 

Achievement



This year Ile Omode moved to an 
online grading system. The search 
for an online grading system began 
several years ago, but the cost and 
feature-set were prohibitive, and the 
school continued to use in-house 
developed solutions. The solutions 
were functional, but didn’t provide a 
comprehensive, and seamless so-
lution. 

The administration wanted an on-
line solution which would provide 
ready access to parents. They also 
wanted to limit the cost to avoid 
having to pass the cost on to par-
ents, an approach taken by many 
private schools. 

The adoption of TeacherEase 
proved to be a near-perfect fit. The 
online grading system allowed the 
school to migrate most of its internal 
operations, including weekly lesson 
plans,  assignments, and grading. 

While TeacherEase is a great solu-
tion, it isn’t perfect for the schools’ 
use, and a few features from the  
previous system remain, such as 
the use of daily homework sheets 
for elementary students. 

Nevertheless it is a full solution, and 
as the administration and teachers 
become more adept at its tools, 
parents can expect more services 
to migrate to TeacherEase. The ad-
ministration is already exploring us-
ing its online registration feature.

The tool has allowed parents to 
track their children’s progress. Us-
ing TeacherEase, parents can 
see all their child’s assignments, 
grades, and readily receive notices 
from teachers. 

The program supports student ac-
cess as well, and middle school stu-
dents have received accounts on 

TeacherEase. They routinely use 
the system to check their grades 
and assignments. Seventh grader 
Maia Morgan, uses TeacherEase 
daily, and says, “it helps me get bet-
ter grades”, and she no longer has 
a need for a day planner.

It has allowed students to take 
greater responsibility for their work, 
and this is helping them to become 
better students.

Online Grading System Helps 
Parents Monitor Progress

Winners of the 
2nd Annual 

Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson Black 
History Bowl

For the second consecutive year, Ile 
Omode, captured first place in the 
elementary and middle school divi-
sions of the 2nd Annual Dr. Carter 
G. Woodson Black History Bowl.

The annual event continues the ef-
forts of Dr. Carter G. Woodson to 
promote the study of Black his-
tory, and to promote academic 
excellence. Sponsored by Ve-
rizon, 100 Black Men, and Oak-
land Unified School District, the 
event was held at Frick Middle 
School in Oakland, California.

The elementary team was chal-
lenged, but the middle school 
competition was easily won by Ile 
Omode’s  “A” team. The team in-
cluded several returning players. 

In a surprise move, the school 
fielded its middle school “B” team 
to compete in the high school 
competition, and although it 
was a challenging match, they 
secured the victory as well.



A school with no track, goalpost, nor 
soccer field has produced nation-
ally ranked runners, football cham-
pions, and an undefeated soccer 
team. Sounds impossible?

The impossible is anything but im-
possible if organizations work to-
gether to harness their strengths. 
Oakland is a treasure throve of 
sports organizations run by talented 
volunteers. 

Rather than reinvent the wheel Ile 
Omode has partnered with strong 
sports program, providing our stu-
dents with an opportunity to receive 
training from some of the strongest 
coaches in the Bay Area, and gar-
ner both local and national recogni-
tion.

Dr. Jamal Cooks, a professor at San 
Francisco State University, Ile Om-
ode parent, and head track coach 
at Skyline High School and a youth 
track club, C.A. Track Club, has 
taken several of our students to na-
tional prominence. The 11-12 year 
old girls relay team (with 7th grader 
KaRa Awakoaiye, and 5th grader 
Tierra Robinson) is ranked 4th in 
the country (see side bar for other 
rankings). 

Dr. Cooks believes that Ile Omode 
students understand commitment 
and dedication, and don’t “take 
short cuts [and] this attitude and 
perspective becomes contagious 
on the team. The result is a very 
competent and confident team that 
is ready for anything”.

Often parents with a passion for 
a sport will drive the partnership. 
Shakur Windross has been a soc-
cer enthusiasts all his life, and ini-
tiated the development of an Ile 
Omode soccer team through the 

Grass Valley Vipers. The Under 
12, and Under 10 teams compete 
in the fall and spring seasons, and 
the Under 12 team won the league 
championship in the fall. 

Dr. Charles Bossett (DDS), a par-
ent and member of the Ile Omode 
School Board, is a weekend golfer, 
garnering awards annually, and has 
recruited several young students to 
participate in the Lake Chabot 
Junior Golf Academy.  

Baba Pierre Scott, wanted to get in-
volved in youth football, and began 
coaching with the director, Baba 
Jahi Awakoaiye, with the Oakland 
Dynamites, perhaps the oldest 
youth football program in the area. 
Baba Jahi played with the team as 
a youth, and is an assistant coach 
working under head coach, Glenn 
Green. Over the years over a doz-
en boys have participated with the 
team, along with girls on the cheer-
leading squad. The Dynamites’s 
Cadet division (under 10) were 
undefeated and won the league 
championship, and the Jr. PeeWee 
team (under 12), led by 7th grader 
and team captain, Tajiri Hunter, won 
the Thanksgiving Day Pigskin Bowl 
Tournament in Las Vegas. 

Older girls (10 and older) partici-
pate with the Puma girls soccer 
teams (Under 12 and the Under 14 
teams), and they have been very 
successful; finishing the fall season 
with an 11-2 record, and earning 
second place in the league.

While other schools continue to 
scale back their sports program, 
Ile Omode students are receiving 
greater opportunity, and in many 
instances participating in multiple 
sports throughout the year. 

Sports at Ile Omode
Having fun and success in organized sports

Nationally Ranked Track Athletes*
KaRa Awakoaiye (7th grade)
#1 in 80 Meter Hurdles
#14 in 200 Meters
#19 - 100 Meters
Dante Johnson (8th grade)
#5 - 200 Meter Hurdles
#7 - 100 Meter Hurdles 
#21 - 100 Meters
#46 - 200 Meters
Tierra Robinson (5th grade)
#4 - 4x100 Relay (with KaRa)
#36 - 400 Meters
#52 - 200 Meters
*As of May, 2011, courtesy of eliteyouth.com



Marcus Herron (‘10) and Bakare Awa-
koaiye (‘10) continued their success as 
freshmen at Saint Mary’s College High 
School and Bishop O’Dowd, respec-
tively.

The two were youth football and track 
teammates throughout middle school, 
playing for the Oakland Dynamites and 
running together on two relay teams for 
C.A. Track Club.

Marcus started on St. Mary’s Junior 
Varsity football team, and was a mem-
ber of 4x400 relay team which won first 
in the Bay Shore Athletic League (frosh-
soph), and also made the finals in the 
400 meters.

At Bishop O’Dowd Bakare started on 
the freshmen football team, and made 
it to the Hayward Area Athletic League 
finals in the 800 meters. He was side-
lined by a broken thumb, but returned 
to start at runningback in the last three 
games of the season.

But for both young men, their sports 
accolades is merely a backdrop to their 
academic success. Marcus had no prob-
lems transitioning from Ile Omode’s 
middle school to St. Mary’s demanding 

curriculum, and found aspects of the 
coursework to be easy. 

Marcus was also assisted by his sister, 
Adrien Herron (‘09), who was Ile Om-
ode’s first 8th grade graduate and blazed 
a trail for her younger brother at St. 
Mary’s. 

Bakare continued his success at Bishop 
O’Dowd, earning a nearly 3.9 GPA, and 
earning Dean’s List honors every semes-
ter. He earned Scholar Athlete honors 
in both track and football, and became 
a member of the California Scholastic 
Federation. 

After studying music for several years 
at Ile Omode, first on the clarinet and 
finally for two years on the saxophone, 
both young men continued in music, 
and elected to join their school’s jazz 
band.

The two alums are fine examples of well-
rounded students, and look forward to 
helping the next group of Ile Omode al-
ums transition to high school.

Alums in High School



2010-2011 Donors
Asante (“thank you”) for every contribution from $1 to $1000
A. Coleman
Aaron Montes
Abraham Akuio
Abrakas Seale
Adia Goss
Adimu Madgon
Adjua Afiea
Adrian Benett
Adrien Herron
Adrienne Traywick
Afia Jaimah
Agulino Basa
Ahana Scott
Aibino Kuach
Aisha Ramsey
Akanke Peyton
Akanke Peyton
Akilah Reynolds
Alanah Lofton
Albert Sanders
Albino Kuoch
Alex Lorenzo
Alexis Cobbins
Alford Jaimah
Alice Hughes
Alice Jones-Tippens
Alicia Manuel
Allen Goodlow
Allison Morgan
Althea Cummings
Alvano Berneal
Alvine Hughes
Amari Bernard
Amasha Clark
Amina Grant
Amudu Davis
Ana Avalos
Andrea Sterling
Andrew Combs
Andrew Ramirez
Angela Johnson
Angela Johnson
Angela Neal
Angela Windross
Angelica Lebron
Angie Carraway
Angie Ticou
Anika Ray
Anita Collins
Anna Hamilton
Anna Liza Reed
Anthony Daniels
Anthony Glenn
Anthony Lopez
Antoinette Woods
Antonio Curry
Arlene Hamilton
Arlene Quang
Arnold Kessler
Arthur Stafford
Asad Mitchell
Ashanti Vital
Ashe  Washington

Aunt Toe Mauel
Autry Stallings
Aziza Jefferson
Babacar Ndiaye
Bakara Awakoaiye
Barbara Gregory
Barbara Hobbs
Barbara Johnson
Barbara Kentas
Barrington Dyer, Sr.
Beberly Porter
Benita Varuado
Bernadette Parson
Bernice Dyer
Bernice Rorerts
Betty Churchill
Betty Grissom
Betty Grisson
Beverly Johnson
Bill Gaines
Blanca Gomez
Bobbe Skiles
Bobbie Jackson
Bonnie Cox
Bonnie Washington
Brandy Dalay
Brian Roberts
Brian Shears
Bridgette Ukanou
Bronwen Shears
Bryant Johnson
Caldwell Pitre
Calvin Klien
Camille Harvey
Candice Lee
Candice Scott
Carles Malaves
Carlos Venitas
Carlynn Scott
Carol Atua Yates
CArol Davis
Carole Thomas
Carolyn Frair
Carolyn Morrow
Carolyn Shaga
Carolyn Smith
Carolyn Washington
Caron Grant
Cathy Brown
Catrina Becltok
Catrina Robinson
Cavesto Booker
Cedric Powell
Chan Theus
Chandra Kendrix
Channel Tucker
Channita Pack
Chantal Richmond
Charenon Cooks
Charisse Dyer
Charles  Curry
Charles  Taylor
Charles Berry

Charles Jones-Tippens
Charles Lee
Charles Perry
Charles Tippens/Jones
Chernon Cooks
Cheronon Cooks
Cheryl Tippens
Cheryle Wood
Chesi Brown
Cheyl Desequisto
Christine Cunningham
Christopher Holiday
Christopher Land
Cinnaber Jones
Claressa Morrow
Clarke Greene
Claudia Noble
Colleen Hilker
Comfore Hansel
Constance  Bridgeforth
Coretta Chandler
Cornell Smith
Cotoristina Berneal
Craig Black
Cynthia  Johnson
Cynthia Armstrong
Cynthia Grant
Cynthia Jones-Tippens
D.J. Harris
Damaya Hodges
Damma Stenefield
Dana Gulseth
Dana Shaw
Daniel  Jones
Daniel Fromayan
Danielle Burnette
Danielle Jones
Danielle Jones
Danielle Jones
Danielle Jones
Danielle Shelbourne
Danny Green
Danny Green
Dante Woods
Dariel Jones
Darlene Lyon
Darryl Ashley
Darus Powell
Dave MacNab
David Carpenter
David Sanchez
Davone Riddick
Dawn Nickelson
Dean Thompson
Deb and Sam Footman
Debbie Custudio
Debra Shorter-Jones
Debra Taylor
Deidnc George
Deirdra Scott
Demarro Amith
Demisha Lockett
Demisha Marsh

Dena Pitre
Dennis Ducho
Dennis Rumble
Deon Banks
Deon Johnson
Derek Zabaldo
DeShawn Johnson
D’Etta Robinson
Dewey Hale
Dharyl Shelbourne
Diamond Pope
Diane Doss
Diane Foerster
Dionisio Gamoso
Dionne Santoro
Dobaa Goss
Donna  Johnson
Donna Eglin
Donna Fromayan
Donna Jackson
Donna Johnson
Donna Means
Donna Narkus
Doreatha Curry
Doris Greene
Dorothy  Comer
Dorothy  Stanfield
Dorthy David
Douglas Coleman
Dr. Julius Johnson
Dwayne Manuel
Earl Clemons
Earl Stewart
Earlene Gordon
Ebony Cloud
Eddy Bermudez
Edwin  Garcia
Edwin  Phillips
Eilleen Pena
Elice Roberts
Elizabeth Gordon
Ella Cobett
Elliott Serentous
Elneda Shannon
Elonda Allison
Eloyce Parker
Emi Pillyas
Emma Jackson
Emul Goss
Eric Guthertz
Eric Jones
Eric Jonson
Eric Rogers
Eric Young
Erica M Ramsey
Erin Rogers
Esparanza Sanchez
Etienne Hamilton
Eud Jones
Eunice Williamson
Eve Loche
Evelyne Edward
Faaya Ka Makini

Faheema Kayaba
Fanya Makini
Farcia & Teyerie 
Meadearis
Felix Soto
first last
Floyd and Cynthia 
Jones
Frank Grannum
Frank Jones
Gale Nelson
Gary Dykes
Gea Escobar
Gege Jackson
Gene Woo
George Cummings
George Trible
Georgia Macias
Gerald Ray
Glaceria Valerio
Glass  Charles
Glenn Green
Glenn McHaffie
Glenn Rodgers
Gloria Smith
Gloria Woodard
Go Bo
Gordon Jimes
Grace Williams
Grace Wylie
Gregory Hodge
Gregory Jackson
Gwen King
Gwen Speed
Halim Muhammad
Halimah Holmes
Hawa Shnif
Hawk Burnette
Helen Lau
Herman Jones
Hilarie Harris
Hiram Smith
Howard Marcs
Hyacinth Grant
Icorese Adams
Ife Walker
Irebi Cato
Irebi Cato
Irving Porter
Isabella Shears
Izegbe  Harbuu
Jack  Hom
Jackie Jackson
Jackie Smith
Jada Emerson
Jahahara Alkebulan-
Maat
Jahi Jones
Jaice Cato
Jalia Holden
Jamal Cooks
James McGuire
Jamila Harris

Jamila Levine
Jamila Taylor
Jamilla  Churchill
Jamilla Cooks
Janet Dawkins
Janet Noble
Janice Taylor
Jasmen Roberts
Jason Jones
Jason Jones-Tippens
Jazmine Wilson
Jean Casane
Jean Waddell
Jeffery Moore
Jelani Colver
Jene Levine-Snipes
Jennifer Chambers
Jennifer Estin
Jennifer Thompson
Jennifer Thompson
Jerome Smith
Jerome Smith
Jerry  Lankford
Jessica Alexander
Jessica Fernandez
Jessie Johnson
Jestina Ballayan
Jhon Robert
Jhonny Longscot
Jill  Jacobi
Jim Gordon
Jim Roscoe
Joann Webster
Jodi Roberts
Joe Page
John Young
Johntu Furrgson
Jojo Alvarez
Jolaunne Dempsey
Jorge Tercghe
Joseph Greene
Joseph Hughes
Joseph Levine
Joseph Peters
Joss Avalos
Jostina Ballayan
Juan Cervantes
Julian Jones
Julie Soo
Kailah Theread
Kalee Jaimah
Kalima Davis
KaRa Awakoaiye
Karla  Jones
Karreimah Sanders
Kate Clayton
Kate Grevs
Kay Jones
Kay Jones
Kay Kay Moran
Keeandra Jones
Keijona Roberson
Keiko James



Keita and Ekowa 
Kenyatta
Keith Clayton
Keith Jackson
Kellie Hunter
Kelly Kouyate
Kelly Preston
Kem Duncali
Kenneth  Windross
Kenneth Pitts
Kenny Crockrell
Kenny Lofton
Keshaun Holmes
Keshia Jimmerson
Kevin Clemons
Kevin Coclerman
Khalilah Nuriddin
Khayla Jackson
Khepera  Clark
Kianda Holmes
Kieu Proud
Kim Allen
Kim Garnet
Kim Johnson
Kim McKay
Kimberly Adams
Kimm Ware
Konata Khalfani
Koren Clark
Krea Gomez
Kristin Albano
Kwame Nitoto
Kysha Mitchell
Labeena Eglin
Labeena Eglin
Ladonna Higgins
Laini Coffee
LaKlandra Adams
LaLane Coakum
Lamont Lumpkins
Larral Rowl
Larry  Ross
Larry  Sampson
LaStar Brown
Laswonda Mean
Latasha Flowers
LaToya Thomas
Latronda Lumpkins
Laura Brady
Laura Lee
Laura Shaw
Lauren Messmer
Lawrence Nti
Lawrence Sterling
Lennard Chatman
Leon Pitre
Leslie Wilson
Lillian Barkus
Linda Jordan
Linda Sanders
Linda Wallis-Brown
Lisa Daniels
Lisa Gamble
Lisa Jordan
Lisa Love
Lisa McKlansy
Liz La Foucade

Lizzie Eglin
Lorraine Cohen
Lotholan Lofton
Louise Adell
Louise Keelegon
Lucille Johnson
Lucille Johnson
Lyn Dailey
Lynda Wagner
Lynne Morrow
Maafa Gueye
Mabez Elus
Mae Wilson
Magee Jaimah
Majestees Aaron
Mame Djitte
Mamie Chow
Manu Ampim
Marc McDaniel
Marcella Bogguess
Margaret Cross
Margie Williams
Maria Raymundo
Marian Emerson
Marie Cross
Marilyn Bobino
Marilyn Wolverton
Marjorie Camp-
Shears
Mark Windross
Marla Davis
Marlene Sanchez
Martha  Bossett
Martha Fairfield
Martha Melendez
Martin Mitchell
Mary Cobbins
Mary Montgomery
Mary Specer
Matthew Jaz
Maurice White
Mavis Franklin
Maxine Adams
Melaine Savene
Melanie Bynes
Melanie Levine
Melissa Jones
Melissa Jones
Mellia Ky
Mellissa and Melaine 
Jones
Mellissa Jones
Melonia Levine
Melvin Robinson
Melvin Robinson
Merlin Bossett
Merry Stewart
Mesan Polk
Meslia Darling
Michael Booker
Michael Fox
Micheal Shorter
Michelle Harris
Michelle Mailo
Midge Davidson
Mike Lorept
Mildred Phillips

Mildred Rose
Mileo Baker
Miss Gorden
Mizah Alkebu-lah
Mohammed Soriano-
Bilal
Monica Harris
Morcean Smith
Morik Windross
Mr. & Mrs  Vital
Mrs. Jackie Jackson
Mrs. Lee
Mrs. Smith
Ms. Brooks
Murilo Jones
Mycicna Boston
Nancy Ayoob
Naomi Diouf
Nash Mohammad
Nelson Raymond
Nichelle Evans
Nicko  Georgatos
Nicole Chubb
Nicole Cotton

Nicole Greene
Nina Wooten
Nisa Jackson
Noble  Cobbins
Noble Cobbins
Norma Jackson
Nubra Floyd
Oliver Jackson
Oliver Jackson
Omar Wilson
Osseynou Kouyate
Pacita Ganzon
Pam T’Shaka
Pam Wilson
Patricia Cynthia
Patricia Pane
Paul Pierce
Paul Shavers
Paula Brown
Pauletta Johnson
Paulette Stewart
Pearl Grannum
Peggy Lee
Penny McClosey
Peter Groom
Phron McElroy
Pischa Cole

Pobert & Denise Scott
Porschia Johnson
Prince Ray Pope
Priscilla King
Quella Thompson-
Coleman
Rachel Brod
Rafael Gutierrez
Ragina Watson
Rakila O’Neil
Ramicon Clement
Ramonia Hall
Randolph & Thelma 
Garnett
Rania Noble
Ray Clark
Raymond Davis
Rebecca Steward
Regina King
Reginald Scott
Remi Rucker
Renee Buggs
Reshea Holman
Riasat Ali

Richard  Schima
Richard James
Richardo Lopez
Rita Fontana
Roasalinda Zabaldo
Robbie Daniels
Robbie Mactosh
Robert Lopez
Robert Robert
Robert Roth
Robert Shorter
Robin Hayes
Robin Kempster
Roisa Soliven
Roland Williams
Ron Ugalde
Ronnie Foster
Rosemary Walker
Royal King
Rubee Taylor
Rubee Taylor
Ruth Roberson
S Madagan
Saa SeShem
Saban Nuriddin
Saban Nuriddin
Sabrina Johnson

Sammie Miller
Sandina Robbins
Sandy Roberts
Sango Akinsoga
Sarauniya Dasin
Sasha Pitre
Satueer Dhalwal
Sayotco Watson
Scott Vasser
Senay Alkebu-lah
Seynabou Kouyate
Sha’Nae Butler
Shanda Williams
Shanen Taylor
Shani Blevins
Shannon Dowling
Sharee Bryant
Sharon Anderegg
Sharon Clark
Sharrell Williams
Shaunese Henderson
Shaw Marie Franklin
Shawmane Franklin
Shayla Crudupt

Shemsi Smith
Sherre Patrick
Sheyl Sharp
Shieley Chew
Shirl Johnson
Shirlee Perlow
Shoromyn McLean
Shuzhi  Li
Sidney Coulter
Sky Paulekas
Soma Whittle
Sonia Krhog
Sonja Travik
Sonlight Herron
Sonya Scott
Sonya Young

Sopia Andrew
Stacey Moore
Stacey Wooten
Stan Carter
Stephanie Lovata
Stephanie Wilson
Steven Stewart
Sue Pon
Susan Stapp
Suzanne Jacinto
Suzette Smith
Sylvia Cobbins
Tachina Algons
Taffany Davis
Tahara  Woods
Tahmara Scott
Tajiri Hunter
Tamara Miller
Tandeeka Kennedy
Tangy Franks
Tanisha Clardy
Tara Veesart-Soto
Tarsha Carson
Tarsha Godfrey
Tauchina Cobbins
Tauninga Vital
Terrance Alston

Terrance Godfrey
Terrance Kelly
Tesia Johnson
Tete Lio
Tewodnos Gebeye
Thea Brooks
Theresa Cross
Thierdor Avacado
Thomas Aneyu
Thurza Cooperwood
Tia Holmes
Tiara Johnson
Tien Eu
Tiffany Payne
Tiffany Stevenson
Tiffany Stewart
Tiffinay Booker
Tinnie Johnson
Tito Panghuhah
Tito Thomas
Tomeka Prescod
Toni Guy
Tony Blakely
Tracy Brown
Travestine Jones
Troy Cobb
Tt Mina Jones
Tyehimba Peyton
Umar  Goodspeed
Unique Parsha
Ustadi Kadiri
Valerie Sarfaty
Venish McFadden
Vernon Hay
Veronica Richardson
Vicki Wilson
Victor Jones
Victor Susanto
Vincent Yagazie
Vivian Windross
Wanda  Scott
Wanda Arevost
Wanda Hendrix Talley
Wei Wang
Wendy Carter
William Burnette
WIlliam Reese
Willie  Churchill
Willie Garner
Willie Johnson
Yancy Cummings
Yaniba Eibirman
Yashmann Scott
Yiachin Marsch
Yodit  Kibreab
Yolanda Leon
Yuko Leong
Yvonne Kwan
Zakiya Ousley
Zenzile  Riddick
Zerita Sharp
Ziada  Tewelde
Zoe  Wilson
Zuinde Alexander

The Adult Division winners at this year’s 
Bowlathon display their hard won trophies



Larry Reid Promises 
Support to Ile Omode
Ile Omode’s district councilman 
Larry Reid had surprisingly nev-
er heard of Ile Omode. Often the 
school is referred to as Oakland’s, 
“best kept secret”, but that isn’t of-
ten a good thing. 

After an invitation to last year’s 
graduation, he was so moved that 
he visited the school shortly after, 
and hosted an open forum with 
students. It was informative, and 
students got a glimpse of the com-
plexities of managing a city, as well 
as his long standing commitment to 
improve the quality of life for African 
Americans in Oakland. 
During the forum he pledged to 
support Ile Omode. Shortly after his 
visit, the school received funding to 
support the music program - allow-
ing the school to purchase new in-
struments for the jazz band ensem-
ble. His office was also instrumental 
in funding a school safari field trip. 

Gumbo Night Started 
Another Career
In 2001 Ile Omode was search-
ing for a fundraiser - not content to 
simply sale candy or cookies, the 
school was looking for something 
with a little more ... soul? 

It didn’t take long for the school’s 
gaze to cast towards Mildred Rose, 
the director’s mother. She was just 
pondering retirement, after over 20 
years working as the cafeteria man-
ager at a local hospital. The New 
Iberia, Louisiana native was known 
for her Louisiana gumbo, and one 
of the school’s most successful fun-
draisers was born. 

Soon after begin-
ning Gumbo Night, 
Mama Rose (as 
she is affection-
ately known), vol-
unteered to start 
a cafeteria at the 
school; prepar-
ing breakfast and 

lunch weekly. And since that time 
she continues to volunteer. 

The most popular morning at the 
school is Thursday, better known as 
“Pancake Day”, and it is the one day 
that every student is guaranteed to 
be on time for school. Mama Rose’s 
lunches are even more incredible, 
ranging from healthy southern cui-
sine, to Chinese, Mexican, and Ital-
ian. 

Her skills in the kitchen are only 
matched by her ability to provide 
incredible meals on a thin budget. 
Her work is truly a passion of love.

Donor Spotlights
Become a Friend of Ile Omode, 
and help contribute to our mis-
sion to empower our youth, so 
that they may answer the call of 
their birth, and lift up an entire 
nation. 

Allow us to continue to:
• Send students on college 

tours
• Provide laptops to every 

student from 2nd through 8th 
grade

• Fund a music and perfor-
mance program to ensure 
every student is able to 
participate

• Begin every child’s day with 
a healthy breakfast, and 
refuel them with a nutritious 
lunch

• Develop enriching after-
school programs

• Purchase science equipment 
and materials to offer hands-
on science experiment

• Offer current textbooks, and 
continue providing a deeply 
intrinsic African-inspired cur-
riculum

BECOME A FRIEND OF 
ILE OMODE TODAY!



A Cultural Revolution

The task Africans in America 
face is monumental: To resur-
rect African culture. Ile Omode 
hasn’t climbed the mountain, 
but the performing arts curricu-
lum continues to make fantas-
tic headway.

First grade teacher, Mama Tai-
wo Seitu-Kujichagulia, brought 
her training and passion in 
dance to develop several pow-
erful choregraphed routines. 

The girl’s dance troupe, com-
prised of girls from the 4th 
through 8th grade, unveiled 
a tribute to African-American 

spirituals on the first night of Kwan-
zaa, and later displayed a praise 
dance that brought some to tears. 

Mama Taiwo was also instrumen-
tal in inviting Jashen Edwards who 
provided a course in world music to 
the 4th and 5th graders this year. 
Elementary students were blessed 
to receive instruction from Connie 
Bridgeforth, who provided keyboard 

instruction and introducing students 
to music theory. 

Middle school students continued 
to grow as musicians. Baba Damu 
Sudi Ali was joined by Barbara 
Hunter and the jazz band course 
further blossomed. The school’s 
biggest challenge was providing in-
struments to every student. 

When instrument instruction was 

provided several years ago, the 
school wanted to ensure that in-
struments were included in the 
tuition, and parents were not 
asked to pay additional monies, 
which would inevitably result in 
a number of students not being 
able to participate.

The Wo’se Community has 
been known for great drum-
ming, and the school is a re-
flection of this art. The drum-
mers, composed of middle and 
elementary students performed 
during the first night of Kwan-
zaa, and were invited to per-
form during Merritt College’s 

Black History program, and at Dia-
mano Coura’s annual performance. 

Led by Baba Darian LaFoucade 
and Brother Kele Nitoto, the instruc-
tion is one of the few examples of 
African drumming’s inclusion  as a 
core educational course, and is a 
mainstay at Ile Omode, beginning 
as early as kindergarten. 



8924 Holly Street
Oakland, CA  94621

To donate, contact Pamela Young-Williams, Business Manager, 
at 510.632.8230 or pamela.williams@ileomode.org

I have loved my work, I have loved people and my 
play, but always I have been uplifted by the thought 
that what I have done well will live long and justify my 
life, that what I have done ill or never finished can now 
be handed on to others for endless days to be finished, 
perhaps better than I could have done.
-W.E.B. Dubois

Pre-8th 
since 1986


